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Important Dates

Spring Auction

March 3rd, 2024

Ultra-Aqua
June 8th—9th

Fall Auction

November 3rd

i Topi

November and December 2023

What have we been up to? All of the things the club had
been doing pre-COVID with the exception of an updated and
timely newsletter. We have had two successful auctions and
a well attended Ultra Aqua Show. The club has welcomed
many new members and continues to be supported by an
active member base. The board also welcomes Herb Kinney
to the role of Vice President and Morgan Dent as Publicist.
Dave Williamson has taken on the role of Historian. We
thank Jeff Plazak for all his years of support!

December Meeting and Christmas Dinner

The December meeting and Christmas dinner will take place
on December 8th at 8:00PM at the Ritchie Memorial Shelter
House in Tallmadge.

Cost $5 Members / $15 Non-Members (This includes a
membership)

The Club is providing Dinner and Beverages. (Everything
except dessert)

Members may contribute a dessert item. This is optional.

GAAS is asking members to bring in a donation of hobby
related items: fish. Plants, aquarium décor, fish food etc. for
the gift/'swap (only new décor/equipment). The donations will
be offered as a gift exchange in our traditional manner. Feel
free to bring more than one donation if you would like.

2023-2024 Board

President - Bud White
Vice-President - Herb Kinney
Secretary - Dave Girard
Treasurer - Rich Serva
Membership - Mike Swanson
Editor - Kristen Kodish
Program - Steve Brunn

Bowl Show - Ken McGill

BAP/HAP - Wayne Toven
Publicity - Morgan Dent
Refreshments - Elsie Swanson
FAAS Representative - Ron Mullens
Website - Steve Brunn
Multi-Media - Wayne Toven
Historian - Dave Williamson
Raffle - Kristen Kodish
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THE GREATER AKRON AQUARIUM SOCIETY

WHO ARE WE? We are a local group of aquatic enthusiasts. Formed in 1952, the Greater Akron Aquarium Society is a
non-profit, non-commercial organization. Our membership ranges from the beginning hobbyist to the advanced aquarist
with many years of experience. The goals of our club are to promote the care, study, breeding and exhibition of aquari-
um related aquatic life and to promote interest in the aquari-um hobby.

MEETINGS: Our meetings are held on the second Friday of each month at 8:00 p.m. at the Ritchie Memorial Shelter
House, 109 West Ave-nue, Tallmadge, OH 44278. It is located West of Tallmadge Circle with access from Sperry Ave.,
behind Vet Clinic and across from the Chev-rolet dealer. Visitors are always welcome, it costs absolutely nothing to at-
tend a meeting and look us over.

MEMBERSHIP: The cost is only $10 for adults, a couple or a family (includes children under 10 years of age) and $5.00
for a junior member-ship (10 to 17 years). Membership provides an opportunity to socialize with others that share your
interests, a subscription to our bi-monthly electronic magazine and more.

AGENDA: Our meeting agenda is simple and informal. The meeting will begin at 8:00 p.m. with a short business meet-
ing. Immediately following is the program for the evening which usually lasts about 45 minutes. Our programs consist of
a speaker, slide program, movie or perhaps a panel discussion always on a particular subject related to the hobby or
various species of fish. Following the program is a short refreshment break. After which the winners of the Bowl Show
are announced, the Breeder’s Award Program fish are auctioned and tickets are drawn for the raffle.

THE BOWL SHOW: Each month members can bring in fish for specific classes to compete for first, second and third
place awards. The charge for each entry is only $.25. Members also compete for annual awards by accumulating wins
throughout the year.

BREEDER’S AWARD and HORTICULTURE AWARD PROGRAMS: members can receive recognition for spawning
species of fish or propagating aquatic plants. All that is required is to turn in a minimum of six fry from the spawn that are
between 30 and 90 days old. Members earn certificates for each species and can work towards plaques in different cat-
egories.

EQUIPMENT RAFFLE: The raffle table has such items as tanks, fish food and aquarium accessories that are donated
by national manufacturers, area dealers or purchased by the Society. Tickets may be purchased by anyone attending
the meeting.

ANNUAL SHOW: The Ultra-Aqua show is held during the summer at the Tallmadge community Center. This has be-
come one of the largest all-species tropical fish shows in North America. It is an international gathering of hobbyists to
display their fish in class competition, talk fish and to learn about the hobby from each other.

TANK TOPICS: is published on a bi-monthly basis for the members of the Greater Akron Aquarium Society. Articles and
comments for this publication are welcome and encouraged. Such articles are to be submitted no later than the board
meeting prior to publication. All articles may be reprinted as long as the author(s) and GAAS are given proper credit.

Check our website for membership information: www.akronfishclub.com



http://www.akronfishclub.com
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Presidents Message Bud White

Well hello folks,
As a returning (just got reelected again) president | would like to remind and invite you to your
GAAS CHRISTMAS PARTY on December 8 and if you have some extra fish you need to get rid

of, bring them and put them in our fish raffle.

On another note, our fall auction did well and we can still pay our bills, if you made it to the auction
you would know this, but those that did not, shame on you, you missed a lot of good items.

See you at the party,
Bud

Bowl Show Ken McGill

Bowl show point totals earned in 2023: GAAS 2024 Bowl Show Classes

January:
Dave Williamson 110 Goldfish, Male Guppies, Minnows Danios & Rasboras
Emily & Travis 45 February:
Wayne Toven 41 Suckermouth Catfish , Male Bettas, Female Guppies
T(?m Cllnto.n 22 March:
Mike & Elsie Swanson 18 Barbs, Mollies, Corydoras Aspidoras & Brochis
Darrel Brown 10

April:
Greg Cudworth 6 Swordtails & Platies, Aquatic Invertebrates, Amphibians
Adam Fox 6
Mike T 1 May:
Justin Bahil 1 Goodeids, Rift Lake Cichlids, Characins

** Some tentative after this point due to scheduling **

June:
Angelfish & Discus, Killifish , Native Fish

July:
All Other New World Cichlids, Aquatic Plants, Rainbowfish

August:
TBA

September:
Photography, Gouramis & Anabantoids, Sharks & Loaches

October:
Arts & Crafts, Marine Fish, AO Old World Cichlids

November:
All Other Livebearers, All Other Egglayers, All Other Catfish
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Membership Report Mike Swanson

End of year membership report

I would like to say Hello to all! Trying to get back on track after Covid has been challenging, but we are try-
ing. With that said, if you need to check if your membership is current you can do that at any of our func-
tions: Auctions, shows, meetings or email me Mike Swanson at bigkid341@yahoo.com . Electronic mem-
berships are $10 for 2 years.

Memberships that have expired during 2023 are listed here:

Keith Bene, Amelia Benes, Mike Cambell, Bill Fox, Rod Gumm, Mike Haidet, Jeff Hitchlock, Sam/Faryl
Hoove, Ray Hunziker, David Jarc, Gene Justice, Mark Kazanoff, Ron/Christian Kline, Robin Kollman, Ron
Maichie, Matthew McGonigal, Gary Mendez, Ron Oldfield, Tami Panhuis, Ken Potter, Steven Ramsey, Na-
than Riddle, Dan Ritter, James Robinson, Nancy Secrist, Corey Snipes, Brandon/Samar Snopek, Mary
Beth Stevens, Jeffrey Swanson, Ray Weaver, Will/Misty White

Memberships expiring soon:

Ed Bush, Adam Drugovich, James Gourlie, Cara Mostoller, Don Youngkin

BAP/HAP Wayne Toven

This has been an odd year; things are slowly getting back to normal, since we haven’t had a Tank
Topics published in three years, | haven’t been typing up the BAP/HAP reports every month, like |
used to do. It is now September; we had our show Ultra — Aqua 2023 back on June 10" & 11", it
turned out quite well. But due to the drop in the number of entries of some of the classes over the
past 6 years worth of shows, we are trimming the number of classes to 55. The 5 classes we are
cutting are being combined with other current classes, so next year’s show Ultra — Aqua 2024 will
be a little smaller, class wise, but hopefully not in the total number of entries.

On to the BAP/HAP business, spawns and plant submissions started picking up after the good turn-
out at the March auction, which had around 1100 items. So things are moving in the right direction.
At the April meeting Adam Fox was awarded the top level of Grand Master Horticulturist in the
Horticultural Award Program, congratulations Adam! At the September meeting Ken McGill was
awarded one plaque for Advanced Breeder of All Other Species, and one for Advanced Breeder
of Native Fish (the Native plaque was achieved in only 44 years) congratulations Ken!

Well it’s the end of the BAP /HAP year 2023, which means it’s time to announce the award winners.
The Breeder of the Year is Dave Williamson, and the Horticulturist of the Year is Adam Fox. Con-
gratulations to both of you!

Now the BAP / HAP year of 2024 starts at the December meeting / Christmas party!


mailto:bigkid341@yahoo.com
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BAP/HAP Cont.

Wayne Toven

April 2023

BAP

Species Common name Class Points
Ken McGill

Cryptoheros nanoluteus Yellow convict Cichlid s.s. 5
Mike & Elsie Swanson

Poecilia sphenops tangerine molly Livebearer 5
Neocaridina davidi Blue dream shrimp Aquatic animal 10
Joe Reich

Limia islai Tiger Limia Livebearer 5
HAP

Rich Serva

Fissidens fontanus Pheonix moss B — vegetative 10
Callicostella sp. Pancoraji moss B — vegetative 10
Vesicularia ferrieri weeping moss B — vegetative 10
Taxiphyllum alternans Taiwan moss B — vegetative 10
Dave Williamson

Cryptocoryne retrospiralis C — vegetative 15
May

BAP

Adam Fox

Pangio oblonga Black Kuhli loach S, L, &E 15
Justin Bahil

Elassoma evergladei Pygmy sunfish Native 10
Herb Kinney

Nothobranchius guentheri ~ Zanzibar redtail Killifish 15
HAP

Adam Fox

Lomariopsis lineate Susswassertang B — vegetative 10
Anubias barteri Nana gold C — vegetative 15
Limnobium laevigatum tiger Frogbit A — vegetative 5
Dave Williamson

Vesicularia ferrieri Weeping moss B — vegetative 10
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BAP/HAP Cont.

Wayne Toven

June

Species Common name Class Points
HAP

Adam Fox

Cryptocoryne nurii Pahang mutated E — flowering 15
Bucephalandra sp. Lamandau blue E — flowering 15
Bucephalandra sp. Red cherry E — flowering 15
Bucephalandra sp. Rainbow marbled E — flowering 15
Bucephalandra sp. Black swan E — flowering 15
Bucephalandra sp. Kedagang blue E — flowering 15
Wayne Toven

Bucephalandra sp. Black venti E — flowering 15
Bucephalandra sp. Rosemary E — flowering 15
July

BAP

Justin Bahil

Xiphophorus maculatus Blue wag platy Livebearer 5
Herb Kinney

Ancistrus sp. Calico bristlenose Catfish 20
Dave Williamson

Labidochromis joanjohnsonae Exasperatus cichlid m.b. 15
HAP

Adam Fox

Bucephalandra sp. Brownie Helena E — flowering 15
Bucephalandra sp. Red phantom E — flowering 15
Bucephalandra sp. Green wavy C — vegetative 15
Vesiculairia montagnei Christmas moss B — vegetative 10
Taxiphyllum sp. Flame moss B — vegetative 10
Cryptocoryne jacobsenii Pink jacobsenii C — vegetative 15
Phyllanthus fluitans Red root floater A — vegetative 5
Cryptocoryne nurii rousensis Rosey maiden C — vegetative 15
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BAP/HAP Cont.

Wayne Toven

August

Species Common name Class Points
BAP

Ken McGill

Notropis athernoides Emerald shiner Native 10
Oryzias latipes Medaka ricefish All other species 5
Dave Williamson

Ancistrus sp. L144 Lemon drop pleco Catfish 20
HAP

Adam Fox

Bolbitis heteroclita Asian water fern B — vegetative 10
Bolbitis huedeloti African water fern B — vegetative 10
Hydrocotyle tripartite Hydrocotyle Japan B — vegetative 10
Echinodorus cordifolius Creeping burhead C — vegetative 15
Cryptocoryne wallisii Wallisii crypt C — vegetative 15
Rotala macranda Mini type 4 butterfly B - vegetative 10
Rich Serva

Vesicularia sp. Creeping moss B - vegetative 10
Taxiphyllum sp. Peacock moss B - vegetative 10
Riccardia chamedryfolia Coral moss B - vegetative 10
Fissidens nobilis nobilis moss B - vegetative 10
Plagiomnium cf. Pearl moss B - vegetative 10
Plagiochilaceae sp. Cameroon moss B - vegetative 10
September

BAP

Herb Kinney

Danio erythromicron Dwarf emerald danio B,M, &R 5
Apistogramma cacatuoides Cockatoo cichlid cichlid s.s. 15
Dave Williamson

Otopharynx lithobates Yellow blaze lithobates Cichlid m.b. 10
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BAP/HAP Cont.

Wayne Toven

September Cont.

Species Common name Class Points
HAP

Adam Fox

Cryptocoryne wendtii Green gecko C — vegetative 15
Echinodorus barthii Red melon sword C — vegetative 15
Bucephalandra alamanda E — flowering 15
Herb Kinney

Salvinia minima Water spangles A — vegetative 5
Taxiphyllum barbieri Java moss B — vegetative 10
Wayne Toven

Bucephalandra sp. Lucifer E — flowering 15
October

BAP

Ken McGill

Devario aequipinnatus Giant Danio B,M, &R 5
Joe Reich

Dermogenys pusilla wrestling halfbeaks Livebearer 10
Bud White

Ancistrus sp. L144a Blue eye lemon pleco Catfish 20
Dave Williamson

Julidochromis marksmithi Cichlid s.s. 15
November

BAP

Dave Williamson

Melanochromis auratus Golden Mbuna Cichlid m.b. 15
HAP

Adam Fox

Ricciocapros natans Purple fringed Riccia A — vegetative 5
Plagiochilaceae sp. Cameroon moss B — vegetative 10
Bucephalandra sp. Black leaf E — flowering 15
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BAP/HAP Cont. Wayne Toven
2023 Totals BAP__ Points HAP_ Points
Dave Williamson 8 95 2 25
Herb Kinney 7 80 2 15
Mike & Elsie Swanson 6 70 0 0
Justin Bahil 5 30 1 15
Ken McGill 5 30 0 0

Joe Reich 2 15 0 0
Wayne Toven 2 25 3 45
Adam Fox 1 15 38 490
Bud White 1 20 0 0

Rich Serva 0 0 12 120

Aquarium Society
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Notes on Angelfish Spawns

by Darrel Brown
February 20, 2023

I have bred and raised a boatload of African cichlids over the years, but never attempted any South American
cichlids. That all changed last June 2022. | was surfing Ebay and spotted some Fire Red Koi Angels. | really
liked the color mottling. | purchased a dozen nickel/quarter size and put them in a 30 gallon tank. Within the
first week | lost 2 of them, likely due to shipping stress and different water parameters.

| should insert at this time that | have well water. | do run it through a softener. The big thing is, | have high pH
and | don’t attempt to adjust it. My pH is from 8.0 to 8.2 depending on the time of year.

By Thanksgiving they had grown quite large, and the 30 gallon seemed overcrowded. | elected at that time to
sell the 4 least colorful of the group.

In January 2023 | had my first pair up and spawn. They spawned on slate against the backwall of the 30 gal-
lon. (See Figures 1 and 2.) The eggs lasted about 2 hours before they ate them. | read online that this is pret-
ty typical, especially if they feel the eggs are threatened by tankmates.

I moved the pair to a 16 gallon tall, just the two of them, no tankmates. | then moved the remaining 4 fish to a
55 gallon full of red swords and catfish.

In February | had my second pair and spawn. They spawned on the heater on the back wall of the 55 gallon.
(See Figure 3.) Again, the eggs lasted about two hours and they ate them. They were going nuts trying to
ward off about 100 red swords. Again, | moved them to a 16 gallon tall, just the two of them, no tankmates.

If | get another spawn, | plan to move the slate immediately to a 10 gallon, and attempt to hatch and raise the
fry without the parents.

Both pairs have settled into their new homes. (See Figure 4.) | actually believe the 2 that are still in the 55 gal-
lon are a pair. Time will tell. | haven’t researched enough to know yet if the high pH will effect egg hatching.
Hopefully not. These fish are stunning in the tank, | just love the colors. My fingers are crossed that the future
will bring success.

| feed a variety of flake, granular, and frozen food. Tanks are kept at 76/77 degrees. Water changes are 20%
weekly. Filters are cleaned/replaced every 6 weeks. | have 11 tanks, all with power filters. My assortment is 3
lines of guppies, swordtails, angelfish, Apistogramma, peppered corys, panda corys, albino corys, L201 ple-
cos, and regular plecos. | usually change some fish every year, as variety is the spice of life.

Darrel Brown is retired, and his wife Rose have been long-time hobbyists. Darrel is enjoying being retired.
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Figure 1 Fire Red Koi Angels spawning
on slate in a 30 gallon tank.

Figure 2 Angelfish spawning on slate at the
rear of a 30 gallon tank.
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Figure 3 Angelfish spawning on a heater at the rear of a 55 gallon tank.
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Figure 4 Fire Red Koi Angelfish.

See you at the Richie Memorial Shelter on the following dates:

January 12th, February 9th, March 8th, April 12th, May 10th, June14th, July 12th, Septem-
ber 13th, October 11th, November 8th, December 13th

August 9th Meeting Location To be Determined

13



